
Disaster Information  
Management Research Center

T
he National Library of Medicine (NLM) 

is developing a Disaster Information 

Management Research Center to en-

sure the effective use of libraries as major 

and untapped resources in the nation’s 

disaster management efforts. The Center 

will be the natural evolution of NLM’s 

historically strong commitment to the  

collection, organization, and dissemina-

tion of health information and will be 

part of the Federal effort to help prepare, 

respond, and reduce the adverse health 

effects of disasters in partnership with 

Federal, State, and local communities. 

“Disaster” includes public health emer-

gencies, manmade disasters, and natural 

disasters such as pandemic influenza and 

catastrophic seismic and meteorological 

events. The Center’s informatics agenda 

will identify health topics and information 

resources essential for all-hazards pre-

paredness, response, and recovery. Several 

activities under development include the 

creation of Emergency Information Centers 

within NLM and the National Network 

of Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM), a net-

work of nearly 6,000 libraries, to work in 

conjunction with Emergency Operation 

Centers (EOCs); training and continuing 

education programs; a database of pub-

lished and gray literature in disasters; Web 

2.0 applications; syndromic and other 

surveillance research; and communication 

interoperability technologies to support 

continuity of operations (COOP) programs.

Establish a Disaster Information 
Management Research Center at 
NLM to make a strong commitment 
to disaster remediation and to pro-
vide a platform for demonstrating 
how libraries and librarians can be 

part of the solution to this national problem.

Ensure continuous access to health information 
and effective use of libraries and librarians when 
disasters occur.

Disaster Information Management 
Research Center Activities
Health Information Resources  
Relevant to Disasters

Peer-reviewed published literature  
(PubMed; http://pubmed.gov)

Gray literature resources  
(best practices, lessons learned, etc.)

Resource Guide for Public Health Preparedness  
http://phpreparedness.info

Central American Network for Disaster  
Health Information  
http://www.candhi.org

Inventory of government disaster health  
resources (in development)

Wireless Information System for  
Emergency Responders  
http://wiser.nlm.nih.gov

Radiation Event Medical Management (REMM)  
http://remm.nlm.gov

Influenza Virus Resource (with the National Institute  
of  Allergy and Infectious Diseases)

OSIRIS—Human remain identification via DNA
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Other Hazmat-Related 
Resources at NLM

MedlinePlus offers trusted links 
to general health topics:

 • Fire Safety
 • Disasters & Emergency 
  Preparedness
 • Poisoning
 • and more...

TOXNET

Household Products Database

Tox Town

Other Environmental Health 
Topics

Other Hazmat-Related 
Resources

DOT ERG (Dept. of 
Transportation Emergency 
Response Guidebook)

EPA Chemical Fact Sheets

ATSDR ToxFAQs

New Jersey Hazardous 
Substance Fact Sheets

CHEMTREC 

Welcome to WISER

the Wireless Information System for 
Emergency Responders

WISER is a system designed to assist first responders in 
hazardous material incidents. WISER provides a wide range 
of information on hazardous substances, including substance 
identification support, physical characteristics, human health 
information, and containment and suppression advice.

Download

 New! Version 2.2 of WISER is available for download!

WISER is available as a standalone application on Pocket PC 
PDAs, Palm OS PDAs, and Microsoft Windows PCs. 
Download for free!

WebWISER

When an Internet connection is available, use your web 
browser to access the same functionality of the standalone 
applications. WebWISER includes support for PDA 
browsers, including BlackBerry, Pocket PC, Palm, and some 
phones.

Join the E-mail List

Want to get notices of WISER updates and news? Join the 
WISER List Service (listserv), an automated e-mail list that 
sends important announcements about WISER.

Please note that the National Library of Medicine does not 
warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the 
accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, 
apparatus, product, or process disclosed.

Home

About

WebWISER

Download  New!
- WISER for Windows
- WISER for Pocket PC
- WISER for Palm OS

Join the E-Mail List

Tutorial

Feedback

Technical Support
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WHAT KIND OF EMERGENCY?

 n Radiological Dispersal Devices:

        Explosion, Other Methods, Hidden Source

 n Nuclear Explosions

 n Nuclear Reactor Accidents

 n Transportation Accident

 n Discovering an Event

ITITIAL EVENT ACTIVITIES  

 n Onsite Activities

 n Triage Guidelines

 n Hospital Preparations

TOOLS AND GUIDELINES  

 n Dose Estimator for Exposure 

 n Template for Hospital Orders

 n Use of Blood Products

 n Provide Follow-up Instructions

 n Manage Long Term Monitoring

 n Management of Deceased
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  Acute Radiation Syndrome

 n Exposure + Contamination
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 n Radiation Safety and Protection

 n Preplanning/Practices and Drills

UNDERSTANDING RADIATION

 n Isotope Fact Sheets

 n Principles of Radiation Safety

 n Radiation Detection Devices

 n Units of Measurement in Radiation

 n More...

REFERENCE DATA CENTER  

 n Dictionary

 n Radiation Illustrations/Photos

 n Emergency Contacts

 n History of Radiation Events

 n Sources of Radiological/Nuclear

  Information
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 n NIH Radiation Countermeasures 
  Strategic Plan. 06/2006 (NIH/NIAID)
 n Medical Countermeasures Program 
  Against Radiological and Nuclear
  Threats (NIH/NIAID)
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 n Where do I start?

 n Isotopes of interest

 n Countermeasures

 n Dose Estimator for Exposure

 n Manage ARS subsyndromes

 n Strategic National Stockpile

 n Radiation Illustrations/Photos
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 n Emergency contacts
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Evaluate for Contamination and/or Exposure

Additional Diagnosis & Management

Radiologic/Nuclear Incident

How do you know a radiation
event has occured?

Initial Onsite Activities
n Ensure safety of responders

n Establish patient handling flow
n Perform life-saving tasks before
 managing radiation problems

n External contamination

n Internal contamination

n Estimate whole-body dose

n Check for Acute Radiation Syndrome

How to Evaluate?

n Scan with radiation survey meter

n As appropriate: swab orifices, 24
 hour urine/stool for radioactivity

n Whole body scanner or hospital
 nuclear medicine equipment

How to Evaluate?

Use Lab Data
n Lymphocyte depletion kinetics

n Chromosome analysis:
 dicentrics

Use History
n Onset of vomiting

n Prodromal symptoms

n Dose reconstruction

No Contamination
or Exposure

Contamination Only 
(illustration)

Exposure Only
(illustration) Exposure + Contamination

Send home with
follow-up instructions
n Provide reassurance
n Register patient in long term
 follow-up database
n Provide psychological support
 as needed

Evaluate for ExposureEvaluate for Contamination

Evaluate for Contamination and/or Exposure

REMMInformation Access, Education,  
and Training

NLM and NN/LM Emergency  
Preparedness Plan

COOP 

Emergency response resources

Web 2.0 applications (virtual reality  
applications)

Research and Development 
COOP (systems interoperability,  
seamless communications)

Surveillance methodology

Scalable information infrastructure

Information management tools

Virtual reality and other Web 2.0  
applications

Partnerships
Institute of Medicine Disaster Preparedness Forum

National Naval Medical Center/Uniformed Services 
University for the Health Sciences

Pan American Health Organization/International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction 

Central American Network for Disaster Health 
Information

Disaster Health  
Information Specialist

Pilot project to provide several EOCs with a reference 
librarian trained in disaster preparedness and response 
resources to assist before and after events

Emergency Information Lab at NLM

Summary: 

The Disaster Information Management Research Center 
is a service of the U.S. Government that will provide tools 
and information and research ways to assist with the 
health aspects of disaster preparedness and response.
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For more information contact Dr. Steven Phillips  
at sphillip@mail.nih.gov


